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Travelling around Greece
Through the past, present and future
Our Wonderful
Trip
A few months ago we
came up with an idea in
order to meet other places
around Greece and Cyprus
through the cooperation of
our school with other
schools.
The idea was based on a
venture realised in Sweden
some 120 years before by
the writer and teacher
Selma Lagerlöf. It pertained
to custom writing a story of
geographical content for
children attending public
schools. This imaginary
story, unfolding in “The
Wonderful Adventures of
Nils Holgersson”, gave
pupils the means to
mentally fly over the
mountains, lakes, rivers
and plains of the country.
These adventures were to
reveal to them nature’s
secrets as well as myths of
Sweden.
Our trip started in small
steps, due to the pandemic,
yet with great enthusiasm
on behalf of the pupils and
excellent collaboration on
the teachers’ part.
Our proposal was warmly
received by thirty schools,
which interacted in groups
of both pupils and teachers
through teleconferencing

Thomas - 1st Primary School of Parga

among other ways (Padlet,
Freinet books, letter
exchange and more).
Sixteen of those schools
agreed
upon
jointly
publishing a newspaper,
which is to launch in
English as well.
Our goal is not only to
interact with students of
other schools but also to
introduce them to our place.
It is a nice opportunity for us
to get acquainted with our
local history and its
particularities so as to make
it known to others living far
way from our community or
prefecture. Hence we can
retrace our place in the map
and travel around every
corner on Earth through the
eyes of the future citizens
by exploiting all the tools of
our digital era. All our
senses shall be activated
not just to see the sights

and feel the history but to
also face the problems
troubling us and offer
solutions.
We hope to be given this
opportunity through our
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Our school is situated in
the village of Agios Leon, 23
km west of Zakynthos town.
It consists of 4 classes and
has 43 students who come
to school from all the near
villages. The first inhabitants of the area were the
Venetians who had conquered the island in the
16th century. The village
was named Agios Leon after the bishop and saint of
Catania, a region in Sicily.
There are 450 hospitable
residents in the village who
are engaged in farming and
animal husbandry. A great
part of them also work in
tourism as more and more
tourists visit our island every
year. There are two churches in the village, one of them
being Agia Paraskevi. The
big church of Agios Leon is
built on a small hill and its
belfry is based on an old
windmill. Two of the most
beautiful beaches of the island, Porto Roxa and Porto
Limniona, can be found
within a distance of 4 km.
There you get enchanted by
the wild beauty of the
scenery‧ impressive rocks
which lead to deep crystal
clear waters. In the village
there is a modern oil press
that produces extra virgin olive oil as well as a cheese
factory that produces traditional local cheese like oil
cheese (ladotyri) and oil
graviera (ladograviera).
Wine, raisins and honey are
also produced.
In Agios Leon you can find
a traditional small business
of cutting and processing stone. In this business the
enormous saws cut the stones that come out of the
Vrachionas mountain. Furthermore, “mourtaria” are
produced that are mortars in
which you can make aliada,
the traditional garlic dip.

Primary School of Agios Leon
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There also mini markets, taverns, bakeries that bake the
bread in wooden stoves, shops selling
local products, a gas
station and a kindergarten.
The
Venetians
called our green island “Fior di Levante”
which means “Flower
of the East”. You can
reach Zakynthos
from the port of Kyllini
in one and a half
hour. On arriving at
the port you can see

the tall belfry and the church of Agios
Dionysios, the guardian of the island.
He was called “the saint of sorry” because he forgave and helped the killer
of his brother escape. He is celebrated
on the 17th of December. At the central
square there is the statue of our national poet, Dionysios Solomos. A little bit
further you can find the museum of the
Great Zakynthians where the bones of
the two poets, D. Solomos and A.
Kalvos, are kept. Our national poet is
honoured with a monument on Strani
hill where, sitting under a tree and listening to the cannons from Messolonghi, he wrote “Imnos is tin Eleftheria” (Hymn to Liberty).
The “Shipwreck” is one of the best
beaches in the world and can be visited
only by boat. The beach has taken its
name after the ship “Panagiotis” which
was shipwrecked there in 1982. Crystal clear waters, steep rocks, white
sand and the remains of the ship create
an unbelievable scenery. The first
Caretta-Caretta sea turtle rescue centre of the Mediterranean was founded
on the island. Every summer the sea
turtles lay their eggs in the bay of Laganas. Volunteers fence off their nests,
take care of the injured sea turtles and
inform tourists and students about the
actions of the rescue centre.
The Zakynthians love singing and
dancing very much. They form groups
that sing old local songs and serenades
accompanied by guitars and mandolins. During the summer you can
hear these beautiful melodies coming
from the taverns. Before you leave the
island you cannot miss trying the local
sweets like nougats, Greek brittles, frygania and fytoura. Zakynthos is a blessed by nature place where there is
so much you can do and see, so many
beaches you can dive in…You won’t
know where to start! Come and see!

The pupils of 4th and 5th Grade of
the Primary School of the Northern
Zone of Zakynthos
Teachers in charge: Marina Papazoglou and Elisavet Dimitriou
Translated by Ioulia Tzalonikou,
Teacher
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Agios Nikolaos of Lassithi

Our
TownAgios
Nikolaos
Our town Agios Nikolaos is located in the island of Crete. It is the
capital of the prefecture
of Lassithi. The town is
built in the magical bay
of “Mirabello” which
means “Beautiful View”.
The lake “Voulismeni”
is one of the famous at-

tractions in the center of
the town. The lake joins
the sea and it is about 50
meters deep while there
have been rumours that
it is connected to the volcano of Santorini.
There are a lot of beautiful beaches to visit, like
Ammoudi beach, Ammos
beach where carettacaretta sea turtles lay
their eggs every year or
Almiros beach which is
next to a wetland and
many others.

Opposite the town
there is a small island
called Agioi-Pantes . A
rare species of wild goat
called kri-kri has been
living on the island since
the last century.

The beaches
of Agios
Nikolaos
The beaches of Agios
Nikolaos are very clean
and beautiful with crystal clear waters.

In the beach of Votsalo,
there are large pebbles
and the water of the sea
is very deep. There are a
lot of fish and huge rocks
for diving.
Almyros beach is next
to a river, that’s why the
water of the sea is really
cold.
It is a sandy beach and
there are various water sports to play and have
fun.
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The archaeological
museum
of Agios
Nikolaos

Margarita Skoulikari
and Faye Mpoura (D2)
The picture was drawn
by Antonis and Sofia, E1
Despina Zervaki (D1)
The picture of the entrance of the Agios Niko-

laos Archeological Museum was made by Melina
Alexaki (E1)
Despina Tavla – Chrisi
Stefanaki (C2)
The picture of the
Almiros Beach was

drawn by Stelios and
Georgia Athanasaki
Teacher in Charge:
Georgia Kokolaki
The 1st Primary
School of Agios Nikolaos/ Lasithi

The archaeological museum
of Agios Nikolaos was founded
in 1970. In the museum there
are archaeological findings
from the Neolithic and the Minoan era as well as findings up
to the Greek-Roman times. It
has 8 exhibition rooms.
Most of the findings come
from excavations in an ancient
cemetery in the area of “Agia
Fotia” near the town of Sitia. In
Sitia there was one of the
largest prehistoric cemeteries
in Greece, There are simple
tombs like small cavities used
for children’ s tombs as well as
large burial chambers.
The archaeological museum
was renovated in 2011. It is
temporarily closed due to the
corona virus pandemic.
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Arnissa and the Vegoritida Area

Arnissa

Arnissa
Arnissa is a beautiful town
of around 1,500 inhabitants,
situated at the Regional Unit
of Pella, in the Region of
Central Macedonia. It used
to be called ‘Ostrovo’, which
means island, until 1926. It
is located at the northeastern side of Lake Vegoritida,

at the foot of the Voras
Mountain. The altitude here
reaches 560 metres. Smaller villages are located at a
short distance from Arnissa,
such as the Old and New Agios Athanasios, Xanthogia,
Peraia, Panagitsa, Ano and
Kato Grammatiko and Zervi.
Our village has a Health

Centre, a Post Office, Municipal Services, a Primary
School, a Junior High and a
High School, a pharmacy,
hotels and sports facilities.
There is also Arnissa’s Agricultural Association and the
Female Association for Traditional Products. Visitors
here can visit four churches

and a very well-organised
local market with lots of
shops.
Arnissa’s Primary School
Ours is a six-seat primary
school. It was made with stone in 1952, high up in town.
It has got a spacious library
with an ICT lab, an Arts classroom and a dining area.
There are around 100
pupils and 15 teachers. It
has also got a large schoolyard with a four-square
court marked on the ground
as well as a basketball court.
On the hillside on top of the
yard, there are rows of rock
benches and a pine wood.
Our school publishes a
newspaper edited by an editorial team of pupils called
“Restless Pencils”. Our
school takes part in many educational programs, competitions and events.
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Lake Vegoritida
Our lake is the third in size
as well as the deepest lake
in Greece (50 m). It belongs
to two prefectures, namely
those of Florina and Pella
and two Municipalities,
those of Edessa and Amyntaio. In the past the lake level used to be higher and
covered half the village. Our
lake is home to many fish
species such as sheatfish,
pikes, carps, crayfish and
birds such as cormorants,
Dalmatian pelicans, coots
and more. What threatens
Lake Vegoritida the most is
its gradual level decrease, illegal fishing, farming expansion, pollution of waters and
water table by farming – urban waste.
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Sights within
the Prefecture
The Archeological
Museum of Pella
The Archeological Museum of Pella is located within
the ancient Macedonian
capital. There are a lot of exhibits such as a mosaic depicting a lion, armour belonging to Macedonian emperors and more.
The Pozar
Thermal Baths
The Pozar or Loutraki
Thermal Baths can be found
at a 45km-distance from Arnissa. They are mineral
springs with a temperature
of 37 °C. The warm water
has healing action and is
potable. The warm water

can help treat a lot of ailments.
Waterfalls in Edessa
The waterfalls are a great
symbol for Edessa. They
formed as a result of an
earthquake in the 14th century.
Edessa’s Flying Club
Edessa’s Flying Club is 7
kilomentres away from Arnissa, near the village Zervi.
There is the MacedoniaThrace Airsports Centre,
where one can do airsports,
see single- engine airplanes, gliders and do
paragliding.
Old Agios Athanasios
It is called ‘old’ as its residents abandoned it in the
early 1980’s and moved to

the new village of Agios
Athanasios very close to the
old one. Yet the beauty of
the old village along with the
creation of the Kaimakchalan ski resort have both contributed to the revival of the
old village and the establishment of an excellent tourist
resort.
Kaimakchalan
(Voras) Ski Resort
The ski resort is 20 kilometres away from Arnissa,
at the borders of the Prefecture of Pella. The mountain
is 2.524 metres high. The
church of Profitis Ilias stands at its top. There one
can ski, play snowball fights
or drink a hot cup of coffee.
We hope you can visit us,
as soon as you can.
Editing: Konstantinos
Georgiadis – Ioannis Itsopoulos – Christos Mitskos
– Dimitris Liasis (5th Grade)
and Anastasia Kiskini –
David Tsitiridis (6th Grade)
The Primary School of Arnissa
The pictures were drawn
by Androniki, Katerina Mp., Iliana and Lydia
The Primary School
of Arnissa, Pella
Teacher in Charge:
Ilias Kartas
Translation:
Lina Avramidou
– English Teacher
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proximately 60 square kilometers and a
civilization that unites three different
peoples. The river Evros accumulates
the water from an area of more than 60
square kilometers. On the confluence of
Erithropotamos and Evros one finds the
ancient city of Plotinopolis, built on the
remains of a riparian city of the Neolithic
Period. During the 6th century, and the
reign of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian, the Acropolis was fortified and ever
since the city has been called Didymoteicho, that is the city with two walls.

Didymoteicho
The Evros Prefecture is located in
the northeast of Greece bordering Bulgaria in the north-west and Turkey in the
east. It constitutes one of the three trinational points in Greece. It was so
called after the river Evros, the longest
in the Balkan Peninsula, which flows
parallel to the country’s north-east border. It covers an area of 4.246 square kilometers and it became part of the country after the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923,
following the massive population displacement in October of 1922. The Prefecture used to be divided into five counties. Today, it consists of five distinct
Munipalities. The Municipality of Didymoteicho borders the municipality of
Orestiada to the north and that of Soufli

to the south.
Evros, a figure from Greek mythology,
was the son of the King of Thrace, Kassandros. Being very handsome, he resisted the temptations by his stepmother Damasippi, and she vengefully slandered him to his father; to avoid the disgraceful death from his own father’s
hands, he threw himself into the river
Romvos, which was later called Evros
after him. A river with five different
names (Apsinthos, Romvos, Maritsa,
the White Nile (Lefkos Nilos), Evros),
four big affluents, namely, Erginis,
Tountzas, Ardas and Erithropotamos,
gathering water from an acreage of ap-

Plotinopolis The Roman Emperor
Trajan, acknowledging the importance of
the area, builds upon the remains of the
riparian settlement a city, giving it the
name of his wife Plotina. Thus, he not
only gains control of the region, but he
also protects it from the plundering barbaric tribes. The city reaches its pinnacle
at the end of the 2nd century A.D., a fact
manifested by the abundance of mansions and manors with massive gardens, wells, mosaics, an intricate system of drains, and baths.
Didymoteicho In the mid-6th century,
the Emperor Justinian decided to fortify
the two facing forts: Ayia Petra and Kale.
They were inhabited at roughly the
same time for two consecutive centuries
(7th and 8th) and people gradually came
to abandon the city of Plotinopolis settling at the Kale hill, after the raids of the
Goths, bearing witness to the new name
of the city, Didymoteicho. The Emperor
Ioannis III Doukas Vatatzes was born in
1195 and Ioannis V Palaeologus in 1332
and in his honor the city organized
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Jousting Games, resembling the
Olympic ones, in the North-East of the
Castle (Kastro). The Coronation of the
Byzantine Emperor Ioannis Kantakouzenos took place in the Saint Catherine’s Church inside the Castle. During
his reign he ordered the building of the
Pythion Castle which served as the
Vault of the whole area. The Ottomans
conquered the city in 1361 and it served
as the second capital of the Ottoman
Empire, only second to Bursa. During
that period, the Mosque with the pyramid-shaped roof was built, a structure unique in Europe!
Kastro
The fortification of the castle was
about 2200 meters long paired with 18
towers and 3 entrance gates. One
Palace Gate east of the Castle looking
towards Constantinople, one Market
Gate for the commons and one Bridge
Gate-Watergate to the west which they
used during times of peace to draw water from Erithropotamos. Inside the castle grounds one could only find Christians, even during the occupation by the
Ottomans. The Walls are still preserved
in good condition and they are the object
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of study in terms of their structural, architectural and military traits. Because of
its location, Kastro was a multicultural
haven. Up to the mid-20th century,
Christians, Armenians, Jews and Muslims peacefully coexisted with the spiritual unfoldment being evident throughout the centuries. There was also a
school within it up to 1860 run by honorable and experienced teachers. Anyone

wishing to attend this special school
could do so without exams.
Editorial Group
Students of D1 Class
Supervising teachers
Ath. Parapaggidis &
Pan. Alexandrakis
1st Primary School
of Didymoteicho
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Evosmos, our area
Some places in Evosmos look like a picturesque village…
The place we live in,
Evosmos that is, belongs to
the municipality of Kordelio
- Evosmos in the northwest
part of Thessaloniki. There
are 101.753 residents and it
is the largest, in terms of
population, district in Thessaloniki.
Some neighborhoods remind us of villages. There
are picturesque narrow
streets and stonemade
houses as well as open
space for games, football,
hide-and-seek and cycling.
Children can play in areas
where not many cars or
motorbikes have access.
There are pebbled streets
and houses with balconies
which remind people of old
neighborhoods. However,
one can see multi-storeyed
blocks of flats, too. In the
neighborhoods we can find
anything we need to satisfy
our daily needs, such as
bakeries, greengrocer’s
and chemist’s.
Our school is within
walking distance about 2 to
10 minutes away from the
residential areas. That’s a
great advantage as we do
not need to use our cars
and in this way we help the
environment. We love our
neighborhoods, as we
have grown here and most
of our friends and relatives
still live here. We’d rather
have trees and plants instead of blocks of flats,
though. We would love to
see some changes in the
area. For example, we’d like
to have more parks for the
children, more green areas
and more cleaning services,
too. Also, we hope to see a
couple of parks to be
changed or improved with
greener space, to have the

ruined benches fixed and
have several coffee spots
built. Generally, the residents of our area take care
of the environment as much
as we can however, we
would like to improve human relations too as there
have been several incidents
of bad behavior among

neighbors.
We are aware of the fact
that there are quite a few
old industries in Evosmos,
such as ruins of deserted
smoke factories. So, our
Mayor could have sports
centers built in those areas,
swimming pools or even an
ice rink for the residents to
have fun and who are otherwise deprived of the facilities the city center has to offer.

One of the main problems, Evosmos faces is the
lack of parks, trees and
green areas. There is not enough parking space and as
a result most drivers park
their cars on the pavement
and they cause problems to
the pedestrians and people
with disabilities. Another

serious problem is public
transportation. There are
only two bus lines which run
in the area but they do not
seem to be enough to cater
for the thousands of residents
During the last decades, a
serious environmental
problem has occurred. 94%
of the industries in the area
seem not to be doing much
for the protection of the environment. On the contrary,

they pollute the atmosphere. The pollution by the
Greek Oils company nearby
Evosmos, causes illnesses,
such as lung cancer, asthma and allergies. During the
rush hour, smells from gas
emissions from factories fill
the air and this polluted atmosphere has a negative
effect on the residents’
health. Some people suffer
from heart diseases or serious respiratory problems.
Consequently, the most severe problem our area
faces is the high pollution
levels in the atmosphere
caused mainly by the ELPE
factory which is also the
main cause of the bad smells in the area.
Environmental problems
are also caused by public
transport. The problem will
be solved only if less vehicles are used and if bikes
are used instead of other
means of transport. Additionally, more places for
hiking and physical exercise should be created for
both adults and children as
well as extra parking
space.
Despite these serious
problems, some places still
remain beautiful and quiet.
Some even have a wonderful view of the whole city of
Thessaloniki.
(11th Primary School Of
Evosmos – Editorial Team
of ST1 class:
Maria Avramopoulou,
Anna Karamanidou, Alexia Karamanidou, Anastasia
Matsaroka, Nicoleta
Mylona, Lefteris
Mpempia, Maria Tzifa)
Teacher in charge of the
activity:
Konstantia Gavriel
Translate: Sotiria
Papadopoulou(4th
Pefka Primary school)

June 2021

Travelling around Greece 11

SUMMARY HISTORY
AND ONE OF THE IMPORTANT MONUMENTS OF EVOSMOS
Evosmos is situated in the northwestern part of Thessaloniki, according to the census that took place in 2001. Its population is
estimated to be about 74,686 citizens. Evosmos is now the largest municipality of Thessaloniki with a total population of 102,555
people after it has joined with the area of Kordelio.
The area, since the 17th century, was known as Harmankioipu, which in Turkish means "village with threshing floors". The local
people in the area, mostly cattle breeders, built the Church of St. Athanasios in 1818, shortly before the Greek Revolution.
The population has increased with the settlement of refugees from Asia Minor (Anatolia). Most of them came from the suburb of
Smyrna known as Koukloutzapou, which in Greek was translated "fragrant flower". After 1955 it was renamed Evosmos from the
previous Turkish name. The three main streets of Evosmos took their names from places in Asia Minor.
• Smyrnis Street, capital of Ionia
• Nymfeiou Street, a city of ancient Greek colony in Asia Minor
• Meandrou Street, a river in Asia Minor

A marble monument has been erected in Evosmos on Aristotelous Street in honor of the great archaeologist Manolis Andronikos, who was born in Bursa, Asia Minor. Apart from the sun of Vergina, on this monument are written the names of the three
most important cities of his life, Bursa, Vergina and Thessaloniki.
The church of St. Athanasios is one of the most important monuments that adorn the municipality of Evosmos. It is the oldest
post-Byzantine church in Western Thessaloniki. It has been declared as one of the historical monuments of Greece.
There are icons, inside the church, dating back to 1819. The church is a part of our Christian faith. If we go back to the past we
can learn about the history of the construction of the temple. The son of a Greek, Georgios Traganos, converted to Islam and took
the name Ali. Later, he was given an estate and he donated a part of it to the inhabitants of the area to build a temple in honor of St
Athanasios, who had miraculously appeared to him. Its construction began in 1817 and was completed in 1819. Ali's offer did not
stop there. He gave money for the construction of the ten icons made of gold, which are part of the temple up to this day. The
church of St. Athanasios is a wonderful church that is really worth visiting.
Anastasia Pasiopoulou Ε3, 21th Evosmos Primary School
Translate: Sultana Triandafillidou, English Teacher
Teacher in Charge: Melania Matzeridou
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Square, Evangelismos
Church, St. Athanasios
Church
The square of Evosmos
is a beautiful urban place,
which citizens find worth –
referring to. It’s always
crowded as there are many
cafeterias where both adults
and children enjoy their
favourite drinks after their
walk there. The square is really big for people to play or
ride their bikes there. Venues in which mini-basketball
games are hosted and other
games are also available for
the visitors of the square.
The town hall is located
there as well as the Evangelismos Church, a very significant building. A lot of children of all ages participate
in the church’s school.
The oldest church of the
district is St. Athanasios
Church. It’s also the oldest
post- byzantine church of
west Thessaloniki and the
landmark of both Evosmos

Evosmos, my town
and the broader area.
It has been declared a historic monument by ministerial decision and on its iconostasis are some of its
oldest icons dating back to
1819.
The municipality of Eleftherios Kordelios includes
three settlements, Neo Kordelio, founded by refugees
from Smyrna, Harmankioi (a
village with threshing floors
– today’s Eleftherios) where
Asians and Pontians originally settled and the small
settlement of Dialogis in the
early years. These three
settlements formed the
community of the station in
1929 but they joined, like
most of the refugee districts
in the municipality of Thessaloniki in this whole area a
single settlement of 60 to 70
Christians families dating to

before 1818 and placed in
the area around the church
of Agios Athanasios
Markou Lucas
(The translation was also
assisted by Tsitroudi Niki)
Αntoni
Tritsi Street
Antoni Tritsi Street is located north of the area of
Evosmos in Thessaloniki. It
took its name from the politician, architect, but also track
athlete, Antonis Tritsi.
This road, 3 km long, is
the heart of Evosmos, especially now during the quarantine period. People of all
ages prefer it for walking or
exercising, as there is a
sidewalk, a bike path and
outdoor gyms. Many shops
for food, confectioneries,
cafes, supermarkets, shops,
playgrounds, banks attract

people even from other areas of the city. To the left
and right of the pedestrian
street there are trees and
plants, which especially in
spring, make the street
even more beautiful.
At this point, we can’t fail
to refer to the two footbridges that were built some
years ago in Evosmos. They
were built to allow residents
to cross the ring road safely,
as it is a road where cars are
constantly passing at high
speed.
In the End, a few months
ago, a park was created at
the end of Tritsi Street, at
the junction of Makrigianni
Street, which also functions
as a passage over the ring
road, which is full of greenery and has benches and
various paths where people
can take a leisurely walk. It
is a meeting point mainly for
young
people
and
teenagers.
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It is a street that if a person is in Evosmos it is worth
visiting and then after his
leisurely walk to sit down for
food or dessert! (after quarantine)
Georgia Koutkoudi
Dimitra Piperidou
23th Primary School
of Evosmos
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Kalavarda, my area
My village
My village is called Kalavarda and is
located on the west part of Rhodes island. It’s a coastal village of Dodecanese.
It took its name from a squire of the
area, whose name was Vardas and he
was an old landowner. Its residents
still preserve the customs and traditions of the village.
With love, Chrysa, 3rd grade of
Kalavarda primary school, Rhodes
The water fountain of our square
Our village square was constructed
by the Italians, there were also two old
stone oil mills. Now, the community
centre of the village is housed in the
same place, as well as a restaurant.
On the other side there is a water
fountain of the village made by the
Turks and it’s over 200 years old. In
the 1940s there were no water tanks
and people had no water at home.
Later, people transferred the water
with concrete ditches to some springs
at specific places of the village, where
people were taking the water.
In 1979, our water fountain was reconstructed. An underground tunnel
was also made to transfer the water
from 400 metres high into the village
square. The water is clear, potable and
it’s available for everybody.
Anna P. , 3rd class, Kalavarda
primary school, Rhodes
Our beach!
The sea in Kalavarda is great! I go
there every summer, I really like it! I
make many sandcastles there in the
sand and I play with the water. Some
people are going surfing.
Danae, 3rd grade of Kalavarda
primary school, Rhodes
Our patron saint
Saint Aikaterini is the patron saint of
our village. She is honoured as a great
martyr,who came from Alexandria,
from an aristocratic family. She was educated and was speaking many languages. Saint Aikaterini denied her
faith and martyred in Sina with terrible
tortures. She was beheaded at the age
of 18.
Anna P, 3rd class, primary school of
Kalavarda, Rhodes
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The garlic festival
Kalavarda village is famous for its
garlic. It’s small in size and it’s got
strong flavour.
They are planted on a specific area
of the village, because of the light soil
there.
On 16 June 2019, the cultural centre
of the village organized the garlic festival.
People from all the island were invited. There was live music with a lot of
dancing and many treats. They also
organized a small bazaar with food,
sweets and souvenir based on garlic.
The festival was a huge success,
everyone had a fantastic time!

A bit of a poem
Garlic which grows
In our land
It’s small but strong- flavoured
It’s our own medicine
Riddle
I kill my goat
I sell my goat
and from my goat’s leg
I make my goat strong
What is it?
Katherine Ch, 3rd grade , primary
school of Kalavarda, Rhodes
My village, Apollona
I was born and I live in the beautiful
village of Kalavarda. The village I
come from is Apollona. It’s a mountainous village in the central part of
Rhodes island. It is 50 kilometres
away from the central city of Rhodes.
It’s a green area, full of trees,
especially olive trees. Its total population is over 1000 residents and its altitude is 330
metres. Its name was taken, obviously, from the ancient Greek god
Apollo. The
villagers are mainly occupied with
agriculture and stock farming. The
main religious
event of the village is on 14th September (Timios Stavros celebration).
Panagiotis G, 3rd primary school
of Kalavarda, Rhodes
Teacher in Charge: Giola Pelekanou
Translation: Afroditi Hioti

Travelling around Greece 15

June 2021

16 Travelling around Greece

Archaic period is located
in Ancient Corinth, built
around 530 BC.with monolithic Doric columns.
It originally had six
columns on the narrow
sides and fifteen on the
long sides, of which today
only seven survive, standing in a prominent position, above the ruins of the
ancient market.
Maria Oikonomou - 5th

Corinth, our area
AncientDiolkos- Isthmus
of Corinth
Ancient Diolkos was
built in the 7th century BC.
byPeriander, the Tyrant of
Corinth. It was a cobbled
road that connected the t-

wo ends of Isthmus; a narrow strip of land that connects Central Greece with
the Peloponnese and the
Canal connects the Saronic Gulf with the Gulf of
Corinth.

Its length is about 6 km.
Anastasis Tsagris - 5th
The Temple of Apollo
in Ancient Corinth
The Temple of Apollo
which originated from the

The Heraion
(Sanctuary
of Hera)
Heraion is located near
the villagePerachora,
north of the Corinthian
Gulf.Around 800 BC., the
first arched temple of Hera
was built, of which nothing
survives today.
It was called Heraion since antiquity because of
the sanctuary dedicated to
the goddess Hera.
During the 6th century
BC., a new temple of Hera
was built a little further
west in a Doric style, with
a rectangular plan.
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(from the ancient temple
of Hera which is located near)is situated at the
northern entrance of the
Corinthian Gulf and separates it from Alkyonides
bay to the north.
It first operated in 1897
with oil as its energy
source, leading the ships
that sail to the Corinthian
Gulf and move towards the
port and the Canal.
Zoe Pantou – 5th
Historical Folklore
Museum of Corinth

The Lighthouse
of Corinth
The stone lighthouses
have always created a
mysterious charm on people and have been a
source of inspiration for
writers,
poets,
and
painters. By the same token, lighthouse Melagavi
or Lighthouse Heraion

The Historical Folklore
Museum of Corinth is located in a central part of
the city, surrounded by a
square in which a bust of
the founder AlkminiGartagani - Petropoulou has
been erected.
It is a three-storey building that was founded to
maintain and promote the
folklore articles of our
country, in order to preserve its cultural heritage.
It has collections from the
early 19th to the mid-20th
century.
There are women's and
men's costumes from
many parts of Greece, embroidery and woven,
works of goldsmithing,
metalwork, wood carving
as well as agricultural
tools and household utensils.
Goldie Harlafti – 5th
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Cos,
our island
We are the students of the
fifth grade of the 1st Primary
School of Kos and we welcome you to our island!
Through this article we
would like to guide you to
our homeland!
Geographical position:
Our island is located in the
southeastern Aegean and
belongs to the island complex of the Dodecanese.
Journey into history:
The history of Kos begins
in the 3rd century BC., when
its Ancient Agora dates
back. It had an area of about
12,000 sq.m. and was the
social and commercial center of the inhabitants.
Then we would like to introduce you to a great man
born in Kos in 460 BC, Hippocrates. He is considered
the father of Medicine because he is the first doctor
who divided this science into specialties. So the oath of
Hippocrates is the oath taken by doctors even today.
According to tradition,
Hippocrates, next to the
ancient market, planted a
plane tree, which still exists,
and taught medicine under
its shade. Hippocrates also
taught at the school he

founded in the area of the
Asclepieion. The Asclepieion was the temple of the
god Asclepius and the
largest sanatorium in Ancient Greece.
Our journey continues in
Roman times, as Kos was

under Roman rule. Since
that time is the famous Roman Conservatory with its
12 stands and vaulted galleries, as well as the Roman house, which consists
of 36 rooms and 3 open
spaces.

Did you know that Knights
also visited Kos? Of course,
they did not come only as
visitors, having stayed here
for about 200 years. They
built the big castle of the island, which is known as the
Castle of Nerantzia.
And we reach 1522,
when Kos was conquered
by the Ottomans. At least two mosques were built during Ottoman rule: the Loggia
Mosque next to the Hippocratic plane tree and the
Deftendar Mosque in Freedom Square. They operated
until the earthquake in
2017.
In recent years, specifically in 1912, Kos came under
the occupation of the Italians. During this period,
many buildings designed by
Italian architects, such as
the District and the Archaeological Museum were built.
Most of the monuments
we mentioned are located
around the central square of
Kos, Eleftherias Square,
which was also formed during the Italian occupation.
And our school was originally housed in an Italian
school. In 1947, with the integration of Kos into
Greece, it became the first
Greek school on the island,
which is why it was named
the 1st Primary School. In
2008, the new building was
created in the area of Kako
Prinari.
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Travel to our villages!
The most remote village,
since it is 42 km away from
the city, is Kefalos. It has
around 4,000 inhabitants. It
is divided into two parts: the
traditional settlement and
the seaside village, Kamari.
On this beach opposite the
islet "Kastri" are the early
Christian basilicas of Agios
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Stefanos which are an exceptional attraction, thanks
to the beautiful location and
their impressive mosaics.
Antimachia is another village, which also has its own
castle. It was built in the
14th century and was used
as a prison by knights.
Kos also has its own ΄΄
Mystras ΄΄. At a distance of

15 km from the city are the
ruins of the medieval settlement 'Paleo Pyli.΄ This castle city dates back to at least
the 11th century AD. Inside
the castle is the church of
Panagia Kastriani, which
was founded in 1080 by Osios Christodoulos, founder
of the Monastery of Patmos.
And somewhere here our

journey comes to an end…
We hope you enjoyed it!
The pupils of E2 Grade
The 1st Primary
School of Kos
Teachers in Charge:
Olga Skourli –
Maria Psiri
Translation:
Erica Anthouli
– English teacher
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Lagyna, our area
Primary School of Lagyna
We live in Lagyna, a village of central Macedonia.
The name of the village,
“Lagyna” according to the
elderly people, comes from
a water pot ( “lagyni”) maker, who made them using
the suitable soil of the area.
Research in the school
archives shows that on the
school stamp on June 24th
in 1951 was written: “Primary School of Laina”. In September of the same year it
changed to: “Primary School
of Lagyna”.
Our school is very big.
There are 16 classrooms
and a computer room. Our
schoolyard is also big with a
basketball and a volleyball
court. There is an area with
grass behind the water taps
but we don’t play there. A
huge chess board is drawn
on the ground of our yard

and we usually play there.
Lagyna in the past.
Starting our journey from
Thessaloniki and heading
north to the road leading to
Kavala, we will go past the
area of Derveni, where lies
the “Macedonian Tomb of
Lagadas” or “The Tomb of
MakridisBeis”, (the name
belongs to the man who excavated it). The Tomb belongs to the 3rd century. Today the Tomb is conserved
and it can be visited. It is amazing to think that we live
in the same place where
Macedonians of Alexander
the Great used to live.
Saint Nicholas Church.
(1890)
In 1838 the people of the
village wanted to build a
central church for their religious needs. They built a
three-aisled Basilica with a
wooden roof as it was ac-

customed in those days. It is
said that years later, in
1887, it was almost destroyed by a fire accidentally
lit by the verger of the
church. Only the stone walls
were left standing in the ruins. In the difficult years of
the Turkish Occupation the
inhabitants of Lagyna managed to repair the church after having received permission from the Sultan.
Lagyna today.
Transera
In 1936 the Prime Minister of Greece, Ioannis
Metaxas, had a railway road
made, connecting Stavros
with Thessaloniki. Passengers and cargo would be
transferred with those
trains. Today there are two
bridges that we call
“Transera”. All the inhabitants helped for their construction. They are in three

different places: On the
mountain, near Saint
Nicholas’ church and near a
residential area.
Lagyna plants
There are various kinds of
flowers blooming on the
mountain over the village
and lots of cypress trees.
Going for a walk in the village you will admire many
beautiful trees. In the house
gardens, on the mountain
and in the park you will
come across pansies,
daisies, poppies, roses and
other beautiful flowers.
ZoodohosPigi.
Holy water spring.
ZoodohosPigi means the
One that bears Life and
gives it to everybody. It is
one of the numerous names
of the Mother of God. It is a
little church high up on the
mountain and it is a place
with a wonderful view.
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(special sweet
bread that we
bake for Easter)
and red eggs, to
worship and take
some holy water.
Gipedakia
High up in Lagyna, there is a nice
place with a beautiful view. This
place is where our
football field and
basketball court
are. Lots of children meet there to
play football and
basketball. The
players of our football team, called
“EthnikosLagynon”, train there and
also play against other
teams.

Our village...
in a picture produced by the artist, Stamatis Laskos
Further down, in a cliff
there is the spring of the
Holy Water. After Easter, the

day that ZoodohosPigi is
celebrated, many people go
up there with “tsoureki”

Lake Koroneia and Lake
Volvi Ecosystem
Lake Volvi is the second
largest lake in Greece after
Lake Trihonida. The distance between Lake Koroneia and Lake Volvi is
11,5 km. According to the
Ramsar Convention they
are considered to be α Wet-

land with International Importance.

The Editorial Team of the
Primary School of Lagyna,
pupils of 5th grade, group
3 and 6th grade, group 2.
The teachers of the
classrooms, Xatsikou
Ioanna and
Papasymeon Elizabeth
Translation by Hara Emmanuel Foustalieraki
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NEA ALIKARNASSOS, OUR PLACE
Nea Alikarnassos is a district of the city of Heraklion with about 14.000 inhabitants. It is situated by
the sea. It was named after Alikarnassos, Asia Minor, when refugee residents of old Alikarnassos settled in 1922 after the Asia Minor disaster in the present-day region defined as Nea Alikarnassos.
Today's Nea Alikarnassοs combines everything: hotels for guests' accommodation, shops of all kinds,
churches, public services, banks, dispensaries, and pharmacies. There are also entertainment and sport facilities, cafés, taverns, fields, gyms but also learning hubs such as foreign language centres and
various technical schools. Moreover, it is very close to the port, the airport, the Heraklion police manor
and the Reserve Infantry School.
Nea Alikarnassos has been divided into three zones, depending on the occupations of the inhabitants. In the northern zone the "seafood" residents are engaged in fishing, in the south the "agricultural" farmers reside, while in the intermediate central zone the "urban" citizens have developed urban activities and are traders, craftsmen and builders. The sports club "Herodotus" that exists here, took its
name from the "father of history" Herodotus who lived in old Alikarnassos during the 5th century BC.
The 2nd Elementary School is our school that also has its own history. Founded in 1959, today it is
like this:
Our school has about 260 students and about 40 teachers of various specialties. It is co-located with
the 5th Primary School of Nea Alikarnassos, which also has about 110 students. It is considered a
quite vast building with three courtyards. More specifically, we have a multipurpose room, a computer
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room, a music room, integration
classes and 21 classes. Overlooking our class window, there
lies the Venetian port, where the
Venetian fortress Rocca al mare
or else Koules is situated. The
name Koules was given by the
Turks who used it as a prison.
We can see the new port where
big ships and cruise ships depart, the overwhelming Psiloritis
and other shortest mountains of
Crete.
The church of Agios Nikolaos
dominates the main square of
Nea Alikarnassos. It is a monument for the refugee residents of
the area where they keep the icon of the Saint saved from the
Asia Minor disaster. According
to the tradition, Kanaris took an
oath on this icon shortly before
the Greek Revolution.
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The church of Panagia Kamariani is the second largest church
in the suburb. The icon of the
Virgin Mary was miraculously
found in the 19th century in the
city of Alikarnassos, Asia Minor.
A pious woman found it buried
in her house underneath an
arch. During the Asia Minor disaster it was transferred to Kalymnos and then to Crete where
it is kept inside the temple that
the congregation built to honor
the Holy Saint.
As previously said, Nea Alikarnassos is a suburb of Heraklion.
The city of Heraklion is the
largest city in Crete and the
fourth largest city in the country. Built on the north coast of
the island overlooking the Cretan Sea, it seems to be protected
by the old Venetian walls, the

most important monument left
by the Venetian occupation.
Other important monuments
worth visiting are the Venetian
Loggia, the old Venetian port,
the Morosini fountain, the tomb
of the writer Nikos Kazantzakis
in the Bastion Martinego, the
fort Rocca al mare, the Venetian
neoria and the church of St. Titus, pupil of the Apostle Paul, in
which the saint's cart is kept.
The pupils of D1
and E2 Grades
of the 2nd Primary School
of Nea Alikarnassos /
Heraklion
Teachers in Charge:
Chrisoula Vlachaki
– Gerasimos Tsilimidos
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survives to this day. In 1430
AD Potidaia came under
Turkish rule. During the
Greek Revolution of 1821,
the old fortification was repaired and reused. On November 14 of the same year,
the Greeks were defeated
and the city was completely
destroyed. The event became known as the "Cassandra Holocaust". At the
beginning of the last century
the city was rebuilt by
refugees from eastern
Thrace and was named Nea
Potidaia.
Writing team: Ageliki
Fragiou, Dimitra Kalakia,
Stefania Kelegouri,
Era Radatsi

New Potidaia,
our area
Our village, N. Potidaia, is
located in the prefecture of
Chalkidiki. It is the first village on the peninsula called
Kassandra. It is surrounded
by two bays, Toroneos and
Thermaikos.
The Potidea canal is the
main attraction of the area
and connects the two bays,
facilitating navigation. It was
opened by Cassander (Kassandros) in 315 BC. At that
time it was called ‘Gates’.
A bridge was built to allow
crossing from one side to
the other. Its construction
began in 1966 and was
completed in 1970. A new
bridge was built and completed in 2001. The village
port lies to its left.
The Byzantine walls are
very old, about 1500 years
old. They protected the city
of Kassandreia and were
built by the Macedonians.
The remains of the wall are

visible almost along the entire length of the Potidea
canal, inside the current village. 13 of its initially 21
towers are still preserved.
Potidaia was an ancient
Doric city founded by
Corinthian settlers around
600 BC. In 316 BC. The
Macedonian king Cassander (Kassandros) built

Kassandreia on the same
site. It is estimated that the
canal was also built then. In
168 BC. the city fell into the
hands of the Romans who
founded a remarkable Roman colony. After the invasion of the Huns and the destruction of the city, Emperor Justinian I rebuilt a strong
castle, the famous wall that

AN UNUSUAL
CALENDAR
OF N. POTIDAIA
Winter and especially
Christmas, give the people
of N. Potidaia the opportunity to rest because everyone,
from farmers to those who
are engaged in tourist professions, work the rest of
the year. So we relax, decorate the tree, open the presents and spend beautiful
moments with our family.
In the spring nature is reborn. We gather flowers to
make a wreath and it smells
so pleasant that you never
want this season to end.
Spring is the time when
work in the village begins. In
Potidaia one third of the
people work as farmers and
grow mainly olive trees. Our
farmers start tending to their
fields. First they fertilize,
prune the trees, gather the
branches, sprinkle, water, if
it does not rain, and plant
their vegetables. At the end
of spring the people engaged in the tourist professions start preparing the
shops, hotels and tourist accommodations to welcome
the tourists.
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Our village attracts a lot of
tourists in the summer because it is a seaside resort,
so the people who are involved in tourism and those
who offer services have a lot
of work. When we say a lot
we mean twice or three
times as many as we are in
winter. The inhabitants of
Potidaia are about 1500.
There are many beach bars
in our village with sun beds
because we have the
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largest and most beautiful
beaches in Halkidiki. Potidaia is endowed with two shallow and beautiful beaches in
two different bays, Thermaikos and Toroneos. This
allows us to swim in two
seas depending on the
weather.
So summer is the most tiring time of the year for
adults, whereas for the little
ones it is the most relaxing.

Schools open in autumn
for the children. The adults
are engaged in the picking
of olives, which begins
around September 10th and
ends towards the end of November. Apart from the residents of Potidaia, workers
from other places come to
help with the harvesting.
Gradually, around the end of
September until October,
people involved in the
tourist industry close their
shops, gather what they

have to save for next year,
while tourists return to their
homes.
If, God willing, you happen
to come to Potidaia, then you should definitely try goat
cooked in the oven called
"entopio": it is only cooked
at Easter and does not look
like any other goat dish in
Greece. Along with the goat
you can taste the green olives of Chalkidiki that are as
big as walnuts and are
made with about ten different recipes. For dessert do
not forget to try the unique
"Ligumitiki" pastry, which is
not made anywhere else in
the world.

Writing team: T
he students of the 6th
grade of N.Potidaia
Primary School
Teachers: Manolis
Margomenos –
Rallia Adamidou
Translation:
Maria Doulgeri,
the English teacher
of N.Potidaia
Primary School
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Xanthi,
our area
Kosynthos river
It is the river of Xanthi and
separates the old town from
the neighborhood of
Samakov. Previously, there
was a second riverbed in the
town, which was covered
with soil in 1913. Today
there is a viable open market called “Pazari”, on this
embanked riverbed. Kosynthos springs from the mountain range of Rhodopi, goes
across Pomak villages and
flows into Vistonida lake. Its
total length is 68km.
Mehmet
Leivaditis waterfall
In a small, forested
canyon in the mountains of
Xanthi, you can admire one
of the biggest and most
beautiful waterfalls in
Balkan peninsula, Leivaditis
waterfall. It has an altitude
of 940m. and is created
when the waters of the small river Mylopotamos cas-

cades over the rocks from
40 meters height. The fastflowing waters sculpt the
rock into beautiful shapes.
Around the waterfall live a
lot of flora and fauna
species. Some of them are
endangered or endemic.
During the winter, the waterfall is frozen and it is a spectacular phenomenon for the
visitors.
Theodora Hatzianastasiou

Life΄s path
Life΄s path is located beside Kosynthos river in Xanthi. We go there with our
friends, with our parents,
grandfathers and grandmothers. We may have a refreshment, or we play various games, or we just sit
and enjoy the landscape.
We have a nice and peaceful time because the land-

scape is very relaxing. We
see the trees, the river,
there are many plant
species. There is also a small church which is made
of stone.
Touana

Central square of Xanthi
Dear friends, I am glad to
meet you even though by
video conference. I live in Xanthi. My town is very beau-
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place where the generation of my parents used
to go on the big, annual,
school trip. The visitor is
impressed with the entrance because he has
the feeling that he enters a cave. In the museum you can see over
80 embalmed species
of the area: bears,
wolves, vultures, eagles. wildcats and many
more. There are also
exhibits for the flora and
the rocks.
Emmanuela
tiful. The most well-known
sight-seeing is the tower
clock, which is in the central
square. There is a rumor
that it was built in 1859 by a
very rich man, named Hatzi
Emin Aga. A lot of concerts,
dancing festivals take place
here. A crazy carnival party
also takes place here every
year! In front of the tower
clock, we meet each other
for playing and cycling. If you come in Xanthi, we will
meet each other here. I
send you my best regards
and I am looking forward for
your response!
Theodora Parpala

Our mountains
On one side of our town,
Xanthi, there are mountains
which are part of the mountain range of Rodopi. They
are covered by forest which

we can visit through its
many beautiful walking
paths. Also, the mountains,
as well as the town, are divided down the middle by
Kosinthos river.
Zoi

The Bazaar
The flea market of Xanthi
is one of the largest bazaars
in the Balkans. It is located
behind the Fire department
and it sells everything. It
takes place every Saturday
and it is crowded with people since visitors come from
other places as well in order
to explore our town and buy
our inexpensive and good
quality products. You are
more than welcome to visit
us too if you want, it would
be lovely to have you among
us!
Alexandros

Samakov Bridge
Samakov Bridge is the
oldest and most popular
bridge in the city of Xanthi. It
was built three times. The
first time was a little before
1900, the second in 1914
and the thrird between
1950-1953. The brigde is
situated near the centre of
the city. It is famous to the
people because underneath
there is a big bonfire of the
Carnival King on the last day
of Carnival and a lot of people gather to attend this
spectacular event.
George
Natural History Museum
In the city of Xanthi there
is a museum which is different from the others. It is the

Old Xanthi
The Old Town of Xanthi is situated in the north
part of the city. It was built
after 1829. During the 19th
century Xanthi was mentioned as a small town of
8,000 inhabitants and financially rich thanks to the cultivation of the tobacco. In the
Old Town of Xanthi Manos
Chatzidakis, the great composer, was born and grew
up.
Belinay
The pupils of C Grade
of the 7th Primary
School of Xanthi
Teachers in
Charge:
Sevasti Mpatzaki
– Smaro Mina
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Our hometown,
Parga
Parga is a small seaside town located in the northwestern part of the regional unit of Preveza in Epirus, Greece.
Having the sapphire waters of the Ionian Sea lying on the
one side and the evergreen olive tree mountain slopes on
the other, it is fairly called “the jewel of Epirus”. The houses
are built amphitheatrically with traditional colours and uniformity. Parga is also known for its collection of picturesque
beaches. The most popular and lively is Valtos beach, also
called Chrysogiali (=golden seashore). Both Front and
Back Kryoneri beaches, Lichnos beach and Ai Giannakis
(=St John) beach don’t lack of beauty either. The local people are mainly employed in tourism during summer and olive tree cultivation in winter.
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History of Parga
Walking down the narrow alleys and streets of the old
town, the visitor meets the rich historical background and
the diverse cultural heritage Parga carries, as the Venetians, the British and the Ottomans have left their mark
here. Many empires and kingdoms tried to conquer it
throughout history, with Ali Pasha of Ioannina being the
most persistent and cruel. Finally, in 1819, he managed to
buy Parga from the British. Most of the Pargians abandoned their homeland and embarked to Corfu and Paxos.
Almost a hundred years later, in 1913, when Epirus was liberated from the Ottoman rule, the Pargians came back
home and led a poor and hard life. However, at that time
road transportation to and from Epirus was difficult and
Parga offered a direct connection to big ports, such as Piraeus, Patras, Corfu and other Ionian islands. Consequently, Parga became an important commercial and passenger
port and flourished financially. At the same time, the culti-
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vation of citron and olive trees, fishing and livestock farming
added to the local economic development. Until 1964,
when the first tourists came to pave the way for tourism development in Parga.
Locations
The Venetian Castle of Parga is a hilltop citadel complex built on the top of a rocky peninsula overlooking the
sea on three sides and the town on the forth. It was initially
built by the residents of Parga in the 11th century to protect
the town from invasions from land and sea. In the 13th century the Venetians rebuilt the castle and after the fall of the
Byzantine Empire to the Ottomans in the 15th century, part
of the castle was destroyed. In 1537 Hayreddin Barbarossa
burned the castle and the houses within and then followed
a succession of events with the Venetians rebulding the
castle and the Ottomans demolishing it for at least two
times. The Venetians made the castle a strong fortress with
eight towers outside and two cisterns. The years before
the Greek Revolution against the Ottomans the castletown
of Parga having around 400 houses played its role helping
the encircled by Ali Pasha Souliotes survive providing them
with food and weapons. Finally, when the British sold Parga to Ali Pasha he fortified the castle even more and built a
hammam at its top. Nowadays the castle is the landmark of
Parga offering the visitors a wonderful 360° panoramic
view over the town, Valtos beach and the Ionian Sea.
Opposite the port and just a short swim away from Kryoneri beach there is a small island named after the church
of Virgin Mary located on it. Every 15th of August a large
celebration takes place to honour the Assumption of Mary
and commemorate the tragic event when the Pargians
were forced to leave their homeland in 1819.
Another place worth visiting is Paragaea, the Old Olive
Oil Factory. As its name suggests it is an old olive oil factory
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turned into a museum where guided tours are offered to
every step of the traditional olive oil production methods.
Finally, Parga is also famous for the numerous churches
located in various parts of the town as well as the surrounding hills and beaches. Most of them are small and old but of
great sentimental value to the local community. One of the
oldest and most beautiful is the church of the Holy Apostles
in the historic center. Parga has got a long Orthodox history
and next to the Saint Nicholas Cathedral there is an Ecclesiastical Museum where some very important and precious
relics are kept and exhibited.
The pupils of B Grade of the
1st Primary School of Parga
Teachers in Charge: Thaleia Iliadou,
Eleftheria Nika and Antonia Stamati
Translation:
Theodora Katsaounou
– English Teacher
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Platy, our
home town
The village we live in is called “Platy” and it is situated in
central Macedonia, in the prefecture of Imathia, municipality of Alexandria. There are two rivers near our village,
called Ludias and Aliakmonas. Our village is surrounded
by Mount Vermio and Mount Pieria Ori.
Near Platy lies one of the most important archaeological
sites in Greece called Vergina. In this archaeological site
you can see the tomb of Phillip the second (Alexander’s the
Great father and king of ancient Macedonia). In Miesa you
can visit the remains of Aristotelis’ philosophical school as
well as the city of Veria – the biggest city in Imathia prefecture – which is of great importance.
About 2000 people live in Platy, most of whom are descendants of the refugees that came from Asia Minor and
Farasa in Cappadokia.
Platy is situated in the middle of the Macedonian plain.
People here grow cotton, peaches and sugar beets, since
there is a factory producing sugar. There is also a dairy
products factory, a factory that produces fodder and a factory processing fruit.
Our village is also known for its railway station because
it’s one of the most important stations in North Greece, since you can travel from Athens to Thessaloniki ,from Veria to Edessa and Florina (all of them big cities in North
Greece). Moreover there is a suburban train that joins
Larisa to Thessaloniki.
There are two churches in Platy: “Virgin Mary’s Birth”
church (commemorating Virgin Mary’s Birth on 8th September) and Saint Arsenious and Saint Paisious churh
(commemorating their memory on 10th November).
There is a kindergarten, an elementary school and a
Junior High school in Platy. You can also find a local medical centre, a police station , a library and a Citizen Service
Centre. Foreign languages institutes, football fields and
tennis courts are also there. Platy prides its local theatre
which hosts theatrical performances. Events staged by
our school pupils are also hosted there. Two years ago
“The House of Colonization”- a folklore museum in the
centre of the village – was set up. Volunteers offering their
time and money renovated the building, organized everything in detail and made it suitable for people to visit it. Of
course in our village there are many shops such as a pharmacy, grocery stores, bakeries, bookstores cafes and
many others.
In our village there are three cultural clubs: “Varasos” is
the club that was set up by the people who came from
Cappadokia . “Komnini” is the club that was set up by the
people who came from Pontus Euxinous , and “Asteropolis”. All three of them stage interesting cultural events,
helping our village. There is also a sports club, named “Agrotikos Asteras”.
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Our school is situated in the centre of the village. It
is an one-storey building surrounded by a huge playground, full of grass and trees. There are seven classes, about a hundred students and fifteen teachers. In
our school, apart from having classes, we do many
other interesting things. We visit museums and theatres and we organize events, working with other
schools in Greece and schools abroad. Moreover we
participate in three European programs “Erasmus’’
along with 12 European countries.
Writing this text we tried to describe and introduce
our home town to you. We hope that one day you will
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be able to visit our town and then we will be your tour
guides!
(This article was written
by the fifth grade students
of Platy’s Elementary school.
The teachers that conducted this project:
Theofanopoulou Zoi – Teacher
Tahtsoglou Maria – Headmistress
Katsanikou Anastasia – English language teacher)
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Rafina, our port
Rafina is a city of 12.168
people in Attica, within a 25 kmdistance from Athens. Rafina is
one of the biggest ports in
Greece and the second busiest
port in Attica, counting around
two million passengers annually. It is situated at the northeastern coast of Attica and
gathers bustling activity to and
from the Cyclades. The port also operates ship services to
Crete and the North Aegean Islands. The North Evian Gulf
surrounds this coastal city. It is
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the nearest port to the Athens
International Airport Eleftherios
Venizelos, which is located at a
10 km-distance. Not far from
the city there lies Mount Pentelicus. A small yet environmentally significant river,
known as the Great Rafina River runs through the city.
The history of Rafina dates
back to the Prehistoric Times,
during which it was already inhabited! The Acropolis of 3.000
B.C. was excavated between
1952-1954 while a settlement
of the same era was found on
top of the port. The “Askitario”

June 2021

settlement was destroyed in
2000 B.C. and then a new settlement was built during the
Mycenaean Times.
Its first governor and mythical hero of Attica, known as
Arafinas, gave his name to the
city of Rafina. The Arafinos Municipality is among the one hundred municipalities constituting
city-states in Athens.
Rafina became reinhabited
after the Asia Minor Catastrophe in 1922, when many residents of Triglia, a village near
Proussa of Asia Minor, came
here as refugees. Many people
were rescued thanks to the
Triglian ship-owner, Philippos
Kavounidis, whose ships transferred them to Greece along
with valuable heirlooms from
the church of Triglia. They established their new homes in
Rafina. Some remaining
refugee homes retain memories of the past. There is still a
house, known as “The House of
Triglia”, preserving all the furniture and equipment of the fami-
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ly once having occupied it.
Refugees built the Church of
Koimisis Theotokou Pantovasilissis near the port in 1929.
The small church of Saint
Fanourios, built nearby, used to
be the altar of the Church. During the 1950’s the old town was
almost completely destroyed
and replaced by the modern city. The first church was also
demolished during that time.
The small church of Saint
Fanourios is the only surviving
part. The second church of
Koimisis Theotokou was completed in 1956 and is located near the central square. The

Church of Panagia Theotokos
Pantovasilissa is the patroness
and is celebrated on September 8.
The lush green hill of Ochiro
lies near the park. The swimming pool is located in a leafy
environment relatively near the
centre of Rafina. Built on top of
the port, the small church of
Saint Nikolaos is the most
widely photographed spot in
town. Rafina is not only
renowned for its port but also
for its beaches, such as the
central beach, the Red and
Blue Little Port and the
“Marikes” Beach, which bustle

with people every summer.
Our school is located in the
centre and it is the oldest in
town. Its construction was completed in 1978. It has got 265
pupils and around 30 teachers.
It shares premises with the 4th
Primary School. The pupils
have grown a beautiful garden
of fragrant plants and herbs.
Our school also has a special
aquaponics space, consisting
of a system through which the
fish in our aquarium aid the production of fruit and vegetables,
such as strawberries. The
school has won 1st place at a
national competition in Robotics and has also participated in
the World Robotics Olympiad in
Thailand. We hope you enjoyed
this tour around our city.
The pupils of the 5th Grade
of the 1st Primary
School of Rafina
Teacher in Charge:
Katerina Lazarou
Translation:
Lina(Xanthipi) Avramidou
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Agios Ioannis Serron
Only two kilometers outside the city of Serres the picturesque suburb of Agios Ioannis is located .
From the first moment the visitor gets awed by the deep
shadows of the perennial plane trees and the plentiful bodies of water running and forming lots of small waterfalls.

The running water springs at the foothills
of the mountain formed the lake that exists in the area. Ducks and fish live in this lake.
In this uniquely beautiful and naturally harmonic suburb,
submerged in green and well-known all around Greece, thousands of visitors seek the cool breeze during summer
and calmness during winter.
Our school, the 14th Primary School of Serres is located
in Agios Ioannis and near this beautiful lake of the painting I
did.
Anastasia B.
Kerkini's water buffaloes
Traveling around lake Kerkini, there exist the herds of the
greatest buffaloes in Greece. The water buffaloes seem to
exist in Greece for about 2.500 years.
In the late 1990s the remaining buffaloes were joined in a
conservation program
as a rare tribe of agricultural animals that is in danger of
extinction and since then its population started to grow.
Despina K.
These images are part of a 12 cards series, with famous
and picturesque places around the municipality of Serres.
Our post cards are a creation of collaboration
between the Art teacher, Efpraxia Bantazou
and her 5th Grade students
the 14th Primary School of Serres.

